ANNEX A to 
REHS Malta Admin Instruction
Dated 24 March 2023

OUTLINE PROGRAMME FOR REHS BATTLEFIELD STUDY TO MALTA 22-26 MAY 2023
Please note that the programme below is organised on a geographical rather than a chronological basis in order to minimise travel time and costs and maximize time on stands. Timings will be for each day will be published in the Pocket Guide, but for planning purposes each day will begin with a coach pick-up from the Plaza-Regency Hotel between 0830 and 0900 and will finish between 1800 and 1830. 
The sequence of events, timings and further details will be confirmed after Michael Orr’s visit to Malta in April and updated at the Zoom call and welcome meeting.
22 MAY – Day 1: ARRIVAL
Travel to Malta, book into accommodation. Introductory Group Dinner in the Plaza-Regency Hotel, Tower Road, Sliema.
23 MAY – Day 2: SOUTH OF VALLETTA
Fort Rinella
· The fort as a weapon system. The fort (and its twin, Fort Cambridge in Sliema) were built to defend Grand Harbour in the 1880s and are each constructed around a single Armstrong rifled muzzle-loading cannon (the 100-ton gun). There were two similar guns at Gibraltar where one is preserved in the Napier of Magdala battery. A very advanced hydraulic system was used to load and train the gun.
· The Fort also contains an excellent museum describing the life of the Victorian soldier. 
· Restoration of the Guthrie Rolling Bridge at the Fort is almost complete and it will then be possible to view the only working example of a Guthrie Bridge.
· A small collection of Second World War AFVs (a Matilda infantry tank, Honey light tank and a Universal Carrier) are under restoration in the grounds of the Fort and will be available for inspection.
Notre Dame Gate
· The Gate was built as the main entrance to the Cottonera Lines (1670-1680) and in the British era served as a barracks. It was adapted as a strongpoint in the Second World War. 
· (Subject to the weather) we will have a light lunch on the first floor platform of the tower with an unrivalled view of the south of the island and the Cottonera Lines. 
· Adjacent to the Gate is the former Cottonera Military Hospital, a Royal Engineer-designed building.
We will then walk down to Birgu (10 minutes) viewing the Cottonera and Sta Margarita fortifications en route. We will finish by talking about Great Siege actions at Birgu.

Malta at War Museum
· The Museum is located at the Couvre Port entrance to Birgu (Vittoriosa) and an interesting example of a fortress entrance in the classical era of fortification.
· The museum includes a tour of the underground air raid shelter where the local population lived during the Blitz of Malta during the Second World War.
· There is a very good RE bomb disposal display in the museum.
Dockyard Creek
· The dockyard for the Knights of St John’s fleet and also a major British facility. The first dry-dock on the island can be seen, as well as stores and workshops and the British naval bakery, now the Maritime Museum (under renovation at present).
A coach will take the group back to the hotel but members may choose to stay and explore the waterfront & Birgu or cross to Valletta by ferry or traditional dghaisa for dinner and make their own way back to their accommodation.	
24 MAY – Day 3: VALLETTA
Fort St Elmo & National War Museum
· History of the Great Siege 1565.
· RE modifications to fortifications.
· Second World War – Blitz on the Grand Harbour and defeat of Italian Explosive Boat attack.
· Tour of National War Museum, including GC, Gloster Gladiator aircraft Faith.
Walk through Valletta (20 minutes) to Upper Barrakka Gardens to enter the Saluting Battery.
Saluting Battery, Lascaris War Rooms, War Headquarters 
· Noon Day Gun Ceremony at Saluting Battery followed by wreath-laying at memorial to Colonel Anderson-Morshead, CRE Malta and acting governor 1829-31. 
· Time Gun Museum at the Saluting Battery
· Lascaris War Rooms tour covers some of the Valletta fortifications, including a magazine, the Operation HUSKY display, the various operations rooms in the War HQ and a tour of the abandoned tunnels (not usually open to the public), demonstrating the work of the RE Tunnelling Companies.
· The Submarine Mining depot for Grand Harbour was located near the War HQ entrance and this aspect of RE work on Malta will be discussed.
On leaving we will walk to the coach (10-15 minutes) past three Second World War Memorials and will be able to view Montgomery House, Montgomery’s base for planning Operation HUSKY. The coach will return to the hotel. Dinner under own arrangements.
25 MAY – Day 4: NORTH OF VALLETTA
Fort Manoel
· A very fine example of an 18th century fort, but not usually open to the public. 
Fort Tigné
· The last fort built by the Knights which looks towards a new style of fortification with links to Martello towers. 
· Remains of the Brennan Torpedo Station (next to Fort Tigné). (The RE Museum, Chatham, has a good display on the Brennan Torpedo and Submarine Mining, which was an RE responsibility). 
Pembroke (St George’s) Barracks
· 19th & 20th century barrack building by RE. Drive around the site. 
LUNCH TO BE ARRANGED
Victoria Lines – Fort Mosta or Fort Madiliena
· We hope to arrange access to part of 19th century fort which illustrates the re-arming of the forts as artillery developed.
· It may be possible to meet the Maltese Armed Forces EOD unit who are based at the Fort.
· If access to Fort Mosta is not possible, Fort Madliena may be substituted.
Second World War Pill-box in Naxxar Gap
Victoria Lines
· Visit a section of the Victoria Lines built across the island and discuss their operational value and limitations.
· Discuss development of Malta Defence Plans.
While returning to the hotel, stop at Pieta British Military Cemetery to lay a wreath. (Several RE graves).
NOTE: THE IMTARFA BARRACKS SITE AND IMTARFA MILITARY CEMETERY MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR PEMBROKE BARRACKS AND PIETA CEMETERY, DEPENDING ON THE CURRENT ACCESS SITUATION.
End of Tour Dinner in Frescos Restaurant, on sea front opposite hotel.
26 MAY – Day 5: DEPARTURE
Return to UK under own arrangements.
For those catching an afternoon flight or staying on it might be possible to arrange some additional visits in Valletta, including the Fortress Builders Museum, the Main Guard in Palace Square (former British guard room with wall paintings illustrating garrison life) and the Palace Armoury.  These would be funded by individuals with payment on the day.
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