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Description automatically generated]ROYAL ENGINEERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY BATTLEFIELD STUDY TO ITALY ( 25 – 29 SEPTEMBER 2025)

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION
“The Country:  The topography of most of Italy generally gives great advantages for defence or delaying actions.  The “toe” is wild and mountainous and would have been difficult to clear had the enemy seriously contested it.  The “heel” and the country between Taranto and the Foggia Plain, is mainly flat with good communications and few obstacles; this area was overrun without great difficulty.  The Salerno beachhead was a small undulating alluvial plain, with numerous streams and irrigation cuts.  Cover was provided by vines and olives, and the villages were strongly built and compact.  The plain is dominated by difficult hilly ground inland.  This favoured defence but gave scope for infiltration tactics.  North of Salerno the Sorrento Range gave our troops their first experience of fighting in the Italian mountains.  The plain of Naples was crossed without serious difficulty up to the River Volturno.  Thereafter the advance up the west coast was delayed by the western spurs of the Appenines, rising to the east to really high mountains.  Much of this country is tank-proof, and the problems of movement and supply were extremely difficult.  There were many rivers to be crossed, some easy, some (particularly the Volturno and the Garigliano) very difficult.”
Notes from Theatres of War
No. 20: Italy 1943/1944
Published by the War Office, May 1945

“To all Engineer Troops
in the
Mediterranean Theatre

Seldom have Engineers been faced with a more difficult task than in the Italian Campaign.

By surmounting every obstacle which has confronted you, from the beaches of Sicily across the mountains and rivers of Italy to the Alps, and by developing with such success local production of equipment and material, you have in no small measure contributed to our victory.

Feats of engineering without parallel in any other campaign have been performed.

You may well be proud of your achievements.

I congratulate you on your magnificent work.”
H R Alexander
Field Marshall,
Supreme Allied Commander,
Mediterranean Theatre.

1.   Introduction.   The Royal Engineers Historical Society (REHS) will conduct a Battlefield Study to Italy from Thursday 25 September until Monday 29 September 2025.  An outline programme is at Annex A and more information on the stands will be included in the Tour Pocket Guide.  Please note the timings for serials three and twenty five when organising your travel to Italy.  The first  central serial is an introductory brief at 1800 hrs in the Best Western Hotel Rocca Conference Suite in Cassino on Thursday 25 September.  The final serial is at 1215 hrs on Monday 29 September, when Major General (Retired) John DZ concludes his tour closing remarks at the Monte Cassino Abbey.
2.  Tour Format.   It became very clear on the recce that given the travel time and distances to be covered and the complex nature of the Italian Campaign it would be better to split the battlefield tour into three distinct phases.  Friday 26 September will focus on the Salerno landings and the fighting to clear the Salerno coastal plain;  Saturday 27 September will focus on operations to cross the Volturno river and Sunday 28 and Monday 29 September will focus on the four battles of Cassino.  Each evening there will be a briefing to set the scene for the following day’s stands.
3.   Travel.   Note that travel to and from Italy is under personal arrangements.  A list of tour party member airport pick up timings is at Annex B – please check that these are correct, if not inform the tour manager by NLT Monday 7 July 2025.  The tour coach will make pickups from Naples Airport at 1145 hrs and 1515 hrs on Thursday 25 September.  The tour manager will meet arrivals at the Sixt Car Hire offices just in the arrivals concourse at the airport.  The tour coach will then do a drop off NLT 1400 hrs on Monday 29 September at Naples Airport.  For those of you making your own way to and from Italy the key timings are 1800 hrs on Thursday 25 September in the Best Western Hotel Rocca, Cassino for the opening briefs and ice breaker dinner.  To assist you in your travel plans for Monday 29 September, the tour will disperse no later than 1230 hrs from Monte Cassino Abbey coach park.  A member of the advance party will be in the reception of the  Best Western Hotel Rocca in Cassino from 1330 hrs onwards on Thursday 25 September to facilitate everybody’s arrival and check in.  Travel around the stands during the tour is by 45-seater luxury coach.  Please note that there are 46 members on the tour.  Two tour members will travel ahead by car to set up each stand, therefore the coach will be full, but the longest single coach journey in a day is one hour and forty minutes.  Coach journeys get progressively shorter as we progress through the tour.
4.   Accommodation.   Accommodation has been booked at the Best Western Hotel Rocca in Cassino – see contact details below.  This hotel was used on the recce.  It is a mid-range hotel which is more than adequate for our needs.  Rooms have been booked on either a single, twin or double basis, the cost is per room rather than per person.  A list of tour party member accommodation requirements is at Annex B – please check these now and if there is a problem contact the tour manager by NLT Monday 7 July 2025.
Best Western Hotel Rocca, Cassino
Via Sferracavalli, 105
03043 Cassino (FR)
Telephone: +39 0776311212 / +39 0776311213 Fax: +39 077625427
info@hotelrocc.it
www.hotelrocca.it

5.   Meals.     A three-course evening meal has been booked for the night of Thursday 25 September in the Best Western Hotel Rocca, Cassino, this is included in the cost of the tour.  This will serve as the "icebreaker" and also provides a venue for a central presentation on the Italian Campaign and the introduction to day one of the tour.  
Breakfast is booked at the hotel for each morning, and a "superior" packed lunch has been booked for each day that we are on the ground; these are all covered in the cost of the tour.  Where possible we will build coffee and ice cream stops into the programme, but pickings are very light in terms of suitable locations.
[bookmark: _Hlk166747826]On Friday 26 September evening meal that night is at your own discretion, and expense, in Cassino.  Transport has been arranged to take all tour party members into and back from the town. 
On Saturday 27 September an evening meal has been booked for everyone in Sir Jasper’s Ristorante in Cassino town centre.  This is included in the cost of the tour and transport will be provided to and from the ristorante.
On Sunday 28 September the Battlefield Tour Gala Dinner will be held in the Birrificio Montecassino (Montecassino Brewery), by Albaneta farm on the slopes of Monte Cassino.  This is included in the cost of the tour and transport will be provided to and from the brewery.
In summary all meals apart from dinner on Friday 26 September are included in the tour cost.  Transport is provided to and from each evening meal venue.  An e-mail with menu choices will be circulated prior to travel to Italy.
If any tour party member has special dietary requirements please inform the tour manager by NLT Monday 7 July 2025.
6.   Costs.   A detailed breakdown of costs is at Annex C.  Total costs are as follows:
Single room tour party member -  £645.00  (£395.00 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)
Double room tour party member -  £555.00  (£305.00 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)
Twin room tour party member -  £555.00  (£305.00 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)
The balance outstanding for each tour party member is to be paid by Monday 7 July 2025.  All payments for the 2025 Battlefield Study should be sent to: 

The reference will allow Corps funds to be able to identify everyone.

7.   Insurance.   Please ensure that you have the correct travel insurance to cover any issues which might occur (lost baggage, delayed ferries or flights, illness …etc).  You are advised to carry a UK Global Health Insurance Card (UK GHIC).  If you do not have one you can apply online.

8.   Personal Security.   Travelling in Southern Europe brings its own set of personal security issues.  Please be aware of your surroundings at all times.  Never leave your valuables unattended and on display and ensure that your valuable personal belongings are kept out of sight and secured to your person at all times.   

9.   Next of Kin Forms (NOK).   A NOK form is at Annex D.  All tour members are asked to complete this form and e-mail it back to the tour manager NLT Monday 7 July 2025.  The forms will be destroyed at the end of the tour.

10.   Dress and Equipment.   Late September in Southern Italy is usually very pleasant; indeed last year there was a heat wave so a hat, sunglasses and sun cream may well be required.  However, it would be prudent to bring a fleece as it gets chilly in the evenings and suitable rainwear (the recce party had some very wet weather) just in case.  Some of the sites that we will be visiting have uneven surfaces, so suitable footwear is also recommended – waterproof light walking boots or waterproof sturdy trainers.  The only strenuous walking is day four up on Monte Cassino itself, but there is an alternative transport plan for those that require this.  There are no formal evening events planned so there is no need to bring smart clothing – unless you wish to do so.  A set of binoculars may prove useful on some of the stands, a head torch may be helpful on our walk down from the restaurant on Monte Cassino on the Sunday night, and you may wish to bring your own water bottle.

11.   Toilet Facilities.   Whilst the recce party has tried to design the itinerary with toilet facilities and stops in mind, this has not always been possible.  In light of that a coach has been booked with a toilet onboard for days two and three.  Nevertheless, toilet facilities at our various stops are certainly not what we are all used to in the UK or northern Europe. To that end you are strongly advised to bring some spare tissues, wet wipes and hand sanitiser.  A handful of Euro 50 cents coins would also be prudent.  It would also appear that toilet seats are an optional extra in Southern Italy!

12.   Guides.   Major General (Retired) John Drewienkiewicz (DZ) will act as the tour guide.  Colonel (Retired) Don Bigger will act as the tour manager.


13.   Pre-Reading.   There are literally thousands of books written on the Italian Campaign (particularly on the four battles of Monte Cassino) and I am sure many members of the tour party will have read widely on the subject.  There is no need for any specific pre- reading for the tour although many of the tour party have ordered the pre-tour book pack.  Copies of the April 2024 Corps Journal (which focuses on the Italian Campaign), a Map Book, the Tour Pocket Guide and a copy of The 4th Division’s Assault on the Gustav Line May 1944 will be issued to all participants at the Introductory Briefing at 1800 hrs in the Best Western Hotel Rocca conference suite on Thursday 25 September.

14.   Remembrance.   REHS wreaths will be laid at the Commonwealth War Graves at Salerno and Cassino and the Polish Memorial at Monte Cassino.

15.   REHS Membership.   If not already a member, tour party attendees are encouraged to join the Society.  A membership trifold is included with your Tour Guidebook pack.

16.   WhatsApp Group.   There will be a Tour WhatsApp group set up by mid-September which will be used for distributing updates and aiding convivial social activity.  Should you not wish to be included in this group please let me know by NLT Monday 7 July 2025.

17.   Contact Details.   If any of the detail above is not clear the tour manager can be contacted by the following means:


Don Bigger
Corps Historian
REHS Italian Battlefield Tour 2025
Tour Manager

Distribution:

All REHS Italian Battlefield Tour 2025 attendees

Annexes:

Annex A:  REHS Italian Battlefield Tour 2025 Outline Itinerary
Annex B:  Tour Party Hotel Requirements and Airport Pick Up List
Annex C:  Detailed Costings
Annex D:  NOK Form
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