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Description automatically generated]ROYAL ENGINEERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY BATTLEFIELD STUDY TO NORMANDY ( 26 – 29 SEPTEMBER 2024)

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION
“Task:  You will enter the continent of Europe and, in conjunction with the other United Nations, undertake operations aimed at the heart of Germany and the destruction of her armed forces.  The date foe entering the Continent is the month of May 1944.  After adequate Channel ports have been secured, exploitation will be directed towards securing an area that will facilitate both ground and air operations against the enemy.”
· Combined Chiefs Directive to Supreme Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF)

“ The most difficult and complicated operation ever to take place.”
· Sir Winston Churchill

“If we are not in a position to throw the English and the Americans back into the sea within seventy-two hours, then not only is the campaign lost, but also the war itself.”
· General Heinz Guderian, Inspector General of the German Armed Forces

“The strength of the defences was absurdly overrated.  The “Atlantic Wall” was an illusion, conjured up by propaganda – to deceive the German people as well as the Allies.  It used to make me angry to read the stories about its impregnable defences.  It was nonsense to describe it as a ‘wall’.”
· Generalfeldmarschall Gerd Von Rundstedt, Commander Army Group West speaking after the war

1.   Introduction.   The Royal Engineers Historical Society (REHS) will conduct a Battlefield Study to Normandy from Thursday 26 September until Sunday 29 September.  A detailed programme is at Annex A.  Please note the timings for serial one and serial fifty one when organising your travel to France.  The first serial is an introductory brief at 1800 hrs in the Campanile Hotel Conference Suite in Bayeux on Thursday 26 September.  The final serial is at 1425 hrs on Sunday 29th September, when Major General (Retired) Mungo Melvin completes his tour summary at the US War Cemetery above OMAHA Beach.
2.   Travel.   Note that travel to France is under personal arrangements.  A list of tour party member travel options is at Annex B.  For those travelling by ferry and then being met by the coach, you are taken off the ferry by bus and dropped off at the ferry terminal where you will go through passport control.  The tour coach will be waiting for you outside the ferry terminal with a friendly face from the advance party.  For those of you making your own way to and from Normandy the key timings are 1800 hrs on Thursday 26th September in the Campanile Hotel for the opening briefs and ice breaker dinner.  To assist you in your travel plans for Sunday 29th September, the tour will disperse no later than 1425 hrs from the US War Cemetery above OMAHA Beach.  A member of the advance party will be in the reception of the  Hotel Première Class in Bayeux from 1600 hrs onwards on Thursday 26th September to facilitate everybody’s arrival and check in.  Travel around the stands during the tour is by 45-seater luxury coach.  Please note that there are 47 members on the tour.  Two tour members will travel ahead by car to set up each stand, therefore the coach will be full, but the longest single coach journey in a day is no more than forty minutes.
3.   Accommodation.   Accommodation has been booked at the Hotel Première Class Hotel in Bayeux.  This hotel was used on the recce.  It is a no frills, basic hotel which will provide a bed, a shower and a continental breakfast.  As the tour is out on the ground each day and will be dining out each night it is more than adequate for our needs.  Rooms have been booked on either a single, twin or double basis, the cost is per room rather than per person.  A list of tour party member accommodation requirements is at Annex B. 
4.   Meals.     A three-course evening meal has been booked for the night of Thursday 26th September in the Campanile Hotel which is a two-minute walk from our hotel.  This will serve as the "icebreaker" and also provides a venue for a central presentation on the Road to D-Day and the introduction to day one of the tour.  
Breakfast is booked at the Première Class for each morning and a "superior" packed lunch has been booked for each day that we are on the ground.  The tour will use the conference facilities in the Campanile Hotel for the Friday and Saturday nights for the briefings on day two and three of the tour.  The cost of all of the above is included in the tour.
[bookmark: _Hlk166747826]On Friday 27th September coffee and tarte tatin has been booked in a café at Pegasus Bridge.  At the end of that day, a cidre tasting event at a local farm has been included.  The cost of both of these is included in the tour.  Evening meal that night is at your own discretion, and expense, in Bayeux. 
On Saturday 28th September there is a long lunch break at Courselles-sur-Mer, famous for its fish restaurants, to allow you to wonder through this pretty seaside town and sample the cuisine at your own leisure and your own expense.
An “upmarket restaurant” in Bayeux has been booked for an end of tour dinner on the Saturday night.  The cost of this dinner is included in the tour.
On Sunday 29th September a coffee stop has been scheduled at Vierville-sur-Mer at your own expense.
If any tour party member has special dietary requirements please inform me on receipt of this Instruction.
5.   Costs.   A detailed breakdown of costs is at Annex C.  Total costs are as follows:
Single room tour party member -  £425.20  (£175.20 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)
Double room tour party member -  £342.32  (£92.32 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)
Twin room tour party member -  £342.32  (£92.32 for those who have already paid the £250 deposit)

The balance outstanding for each tour party member is to be paid by Wednesday 31st July 2024.  All payments for the 2024 Battlefield Study should be sent to: 

The reference will allow Corps funds to be able to identify everyone.

6.   Insurance.   Please ensure that you have the correct travel insurance to cover any issues which might occur (lost baggage, delayed ferries or flights, illness …etc).  You are advised to carry a UK Global Health Insurance Card (UK GHIC).  If you do not have one you can apply online.

7.   Next of Kin Forms (NOK).   A NOK form is at Annex D.  All tour members are asked to complete this form.  The form will be collected at the “ice breaker” dinner on the evening of Thursday 26th September only to be used in the unlikely case of emergency.  The forms will be destroyed at the end of the tour.

8.   Dress and Equipment.   Late September in Normandy is usually very pleasant; indeed a hat and sun cream may well be required.  However, it would be prudent to bring a fleece and rainwear just in case.  Some of the sites that we will be visiting have uneven surfaces so suitable footwear is also recommended (light walking shoes or sturdy trainers).  The only strenuous walking is from OMAHA beach up to WN 62, but there is alternative transport for those that require this.  There are no formal evening events planned so there is no need to bring smart clothing – unless you wish to do so.  A set of binoculars may prove useful on some of the stands.

9.   Guides.   Major General (Retired) Mungo Melvin and Colonel (Retired) Don Bigger will act as guides for the tour.

10.   Tour Guidebook.   A bespoke A4 Tour Guidebook will be produced which will include the finalised itinerary, some background reading on the Normandy Campaign and then a specific section on each location that the tour will visit.  This Guidebook will be distributed to each tour party member by post and in pdf format by e-mail at the end of August.  For those tour party members travelling from abroad their hard copy of the Guidebook will be available at the “icebreaker” dinner.  Included with the Guidebook will be leaflets on all the museums that we are visiting on the tour.  There will also be a selection of reference books available at the briefings each evening.

11.   Pre-Reading.   There are literally thousands on books written on the D-Day landings and the Normandy Campaign and I am sure many members of the tour party will have read widely on the subject.  There is no need for any specific pre- reading for the tour as the Tour Guidebook is designed to give you all the background information that you need.

12.   Remembrance.   REHS wreaths will be laid at the Corps Memorial at Arromanches and the British Normandy Memorial at Vers sur Mer.

13.   REHS Membership.   If not already a member, tour party attendees are encouraged to join the Society.  A membership trifold is included with your Tour Guidebook pack.

14.   WhatsApp Group.   There will be a Tour WhatsApp group set up by mid-September which will be used for distributing updates and aiding convivial social activity.  Should you not wish to be included in this group please let me know by the end of August.

15.   Contact Details.   If any of the detail above is not clear I can be contacted by the following means:

	
Don Bigger
Corps Historian
REHS Normandy 80 Battlefield Tour Guide

Distribution:

All REHS Normandy 80 Battlefield Tour attendees

Annexes:

Annex A:  REHS Normandy 80 Battlefield Tour Itinerary
Annex B:  Tour Party Travel and Accommodation List
Annex C:  Detailed Costings
Annex D:  NOK Form
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