Annex A to
REHS Italian Battlefield Tour 2025
Administrative Instruction
Dated 01st June 2025

REHS ITALIAN BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2025 ITINERARY
Tour Guide: Maj Gen (retd) John Drewienkiewicz (DZ)
Tour Manager: Col (retd) Don Bigger (DB)
	Serial
	Timings
	Location
	Activity
	Feeding Arrangements
	Remarks

	(a)
	(b)
	( c )
	(d)
	(e)
	(f)

	DAY ONE THURSDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 2025 – ARRIVAL DAY

	
	
	Naples Airport
	First lift of Participants arrive at Naples airport and meet up with bus. Drive to Cassino Best Western (BW). Check in.
	
	Drive takes approx. 90 minutes

	
	
	Naples Airport
	Second lift of Participants arrive at Naples airport and meet up with bus. Drive to Cassino Best Western. Check in.
	
	Drive takes approx. 90 minutes

	1.
	1800 – 1810 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Conference Suite
	Tour Welcome and Admin (DB). Issue tour map books, Cassino Town Map and Amazon Bridge book.  
Pick up NOK forms. Confirm individual tour dispersal arrangements
	
	

	2.
	1810 – 1840 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca
Conference Suite
	The Italian Campaign – Setting the Scene by (DZ) 
	
	Includes questions

	3.
	1840 – 1900 hrs
	Conference Suite
	Briefing for Day Two (DZ and DB)
	
	

	4.
	1930 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Dining Room
	Communal Ice Breaker Dinner 
	Dinner included in cost of tour. Drinks paid for individually.
	Participants’ choices available on the night. 

	DAY TWO FRIDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2025 – SALERNO LANDINGS

	5.
	0700 – 0745 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Dining Room
	Breakfast
	
	Pick up packed lunches

	
	0800 – 0920 hrs
	
	Coach from Cassino to Salerno
	
	Coach has onboard toilet

	
	0920 – 0930 hrs
	Stand S1 – Salerno Harbour Overview
	View Vietri and Salerno Harbours, 
	
	Grid 784032

	
	0930 – 1015 hrs
	
	Coach from Salerno to Eboli Place de la Republica
	
	

	
	1015 – 1030 hrs
	
	Walk from Square the Museum of Operation Avalanche (MOA)
	
	750 m uphill, car  shuttle for less able

	
	1030 – 1200 hrs
	Stand S2 – Op Avalanche Overview
	Split into groups to visit the five exhibition rooms
	
	Guide to translate the one video in Italian
Limited toilets and coffee 

	
	1200 – 1215 hrs
	
	Walk from MOA to Place de La Republica
	
	Car to shuttle those less able

	
	1215 – 1245 hrs
	
	Coach to next stand, beach landings
	
	

	
	1245 – 1315 hrs
	Stand S3
Salerno landings
	West end of 46 (Br) Inf Div sector – Red Beach
	
	

	
	1315 – 1325 hrs
	
	Coach to next stand at Magazenno
	
	

	
	1325 – 1355 hrs
	Stand S4
Hampshire Bde 
	Cover Hampshire Bde operations
	
	Gelataria by side of road with toilet

	
	1355 – 1410 hrs
	
	Coach to next stand at Pontecagnano,
Salerno CWGC 
	
	

	
	1410 – 1430 hrs
	Stand S5 Airfield
	View south over Airfield at South side of cemetery.  
	
	

	
	1430 – 1500 hrs
	Stand S6 Salerno CWGC
	RE Casualties
Service of Remembrance and lay wreath
	
	Individuals recall relatives who fought in Italy

	
	1510 – 1530 hrs
	
	Coach to Salerno Est services 
	
	Toilet stop

	
	1530 – 1715 hrs
	Stand S7 Cava Defile
	Coach to BW Hotel Rocca. Stand S7 on coach – Cava Defile
	
	

	
	1745-1800
	BW Conference Room
	Briefing for Day Three: (DZ and DB)
	
	Includes audio visual clips

	
	1800
	
	Free time in Cassino. Bus will drop off and pick up from Cassino town centre
	
	Announce return bus timing

	DAY THREE SATURDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2025 – THE VOLTURNO RIVER XINGS

	
	0700 – 0745 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Dining Room
	Breakfast
	
	Pick up packed lunches

	
	0900 – 1015 hrs
	
	Coach from Cassino to Castel Volturno
	
	Coach  has toilet

	
	1000 – 1045 hrs
	Café Ferrara, Castel Volturno
	Coffee stop, briefing and comfort stop
	
	Café has one toilet

	
	1045 – 1055 hrs
	
	Coach to Castel Volturno Boat Yard
	
	

	
	1055 – 1120 hrs
	Stand V1a
	Ferry operations on the Volturno River
	
	

	
	1120 – 1135 hrs
	
	Coach to North Beach, Lido
	
	

	
	1135 – 1150 hrs
	Stand V1b
	Beach landings by 40 RTR
	
	If accessible by coach

	
	1150 – 1205 hrs
	
	Coach to Cancello along 40 RTR route
	
	

	
	1205 – 1250 hrs
	Stand V2
	First operational WW II floating Bailey Bridge build
	
	200 metres walk across field.

	
	1250 – 1350 hrs
	
	Eat packed lunch in Cancello main square or use local cafe
	
	

	
	1350 – 1400 hrs
	
	Coach through Cancello NE to road north of Volturno to Foresters position
	
	

	
	1400 – 1420 hrs
	Stand V3
	The Foresters battle 
	
	

	
	1420 – 1435 hrs
	
	Coach to bridge in Grazzanise
	
	

	
	1435 – 1455 hrs
	Stand V4
	View remains of three span bridge from existing bridge
	
	

	
	1455 – 1510 hrs
	
	Coach to 3 CLY Xing Site
	
	

	
	1510 – 1515 hrs
	Stand V5
	Describe CLY fording op
	
	

	
	1515 – 1535 hrs
	
	Drive to Capua 
	
	

	
	1535 – 1605 hrs
	Stand V6
	Describe construction of Floating Bailey Bridge over the River Volturno in Capua
	
	

	
	1605 – 1620 hrs
	Stand V7
	Sum up and questions
	
	

	
	1620 – 1700 hrs
	
	Coach from Capua to BW Hotel Rocca
	
	

	
	1700 – 1715 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Conference Room
	Briefing for Days Four and Five (DZ and DB)
	
	

	
	1945 hrs onwards
	
	Meet at reception, bus into Cassino for Tour Dinner – Sir Jasper’s Restaurant Cassino
	Cost of meal and welcome drink is included in tour
	Individual’s settle own bar bills. Choices available on the night

	DAY FOUR SUNDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2025 – THE BATTLE FOR MONTE CASSINO (1)

	
	0700 – 0745 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Dining Room
	Breakfast
	
	Pick up packed lunches

	
	0830 – 0840 hrs
	
	Coach from Hotel Rocca to Historiale
	
	Coach does not have onboard toilet

	
	0840 – 1015 hrs
	Stand MC 1
	Tour of Historiale – background and overview to the four battles of Monte Cassino
	
	Toilets on site


	
	1015 – 1030 hrs
	
	Coach to Amazon Bridge Home Bank
	
	

	
	1030 – 1145 hrs
	Stand MC 2
	Amazon Bridge Home Bank
	
	300 m walk through fields to location

	
	1145 – 1200 hrs
	
	Coach to Amazon Bridge Enemy Bank
	
	

	
	1200 – 1300 hrs
	Stand MC 3
	Amazon Bridge Enemy Bank
	
	Toilets available in Adventure Land

	
	1300 – 1330 hrs
	
	Coach to Polish Cemetery
	
	

	
	1330 – 1415 hrs
	Stand MC 4
	Polish Corps Museum
	
	

	
	1415 – 1430 hrs
	Stand MC 4
	Visit Polish Cemetery
	
	500 m walk each way

	
	1430 – 1440 hrs
	Stand MC 4
	Lay wreath at Polish Cemetery
	
	

	
	1440 – 1500 hrs
	
	Return to car park
	
	

	
	1500 – 1800 hrs
	Stand MC 5
	Walk Cassino summit track to follow 2 (Pol) Corps Actions

	
	2km walking. Minibus for the less able. Stout footwear and waterproofs required

	
	1800 hrs
	
	Tour party to RV at Birrificio Montecassino, Albaneta Farm
	
	

	
	1800 – 2000 hrs
	
	Tour Gala Dinner Montecassino Brewery
	Cost of meal and welcome drink is included in tour
	Individuals settle own bar bills. Choices available on the night

	
	2000 – 2030 hrs
	
	Walk down Cassino track to coach
	
	500 m walking. Head torches useful

	
	2030 – 2100 hrs
	
	Coach to Hotel Rocca
	
	

	DAY FIVE MONDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2025 – THE BATTLE FOR MONTE CASSINO (2)

	
	0700 – 0745 hrs
	BW Hotel Rocca 
Dining Room
	Breakfast
	
	Pick up packed lunches

	
	0745 – 0825 hrs
	
	Check out of hotel and load bags, pay personal bar bills and room service bills 
	
	

	
	0830 – 0845 hrs
	
	Coach from Hotel to Cassino CWGC
	
	Coach does not have onboard toilet

	
	0845 – 1000 hrs
	Stand MC 6 Cassino CWGC
	Review RE Casualties
Read citations
Service of Remembrance and lay wreath
	
	Individuals recall relatives who fought in Italy

	
	1000 – 1030 hrs
	
	Coach from Cassino CWGC to Monte Cassino Abbey
	
	

	
	1030 – 1215 hrs
	Stand MC 7
	Visit Monte Cassino Abbey
	
	Monastery is free. Museum is extra. Toilets are 50c

	
	1215 – 1230 hrs
	
	Tour Wash Up  (DZ)
	
	

	
	1230 – 1400 hrs
	
	Coach from Monte Cassino Abbey to Naples Airport
	
	

	
	1400 hrs
	
	Tour disperses
	
	







