Annex A to
REHS Normandy 80 Battlefield Tour
Administrative Instruction
Dated 30th June 2024

REHS NORMANDY 80 BATTLEFIELD TOUR ITINERARY

	Serial
	Timings
	Location
	Activity
	Feeding Arrangements
	Remarks

	(a)
	(b)
	( c )
	(d)
	(e)
	(f)

	DAY ONE THURSDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2024

	1.
	1800 – 1810 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Tour Welcome and Admin by Don Bigger
	
	

	2.
	1810 – 1840 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Normandy – Setting the Scene by Mungo Melvin 
	
	Includes questions

	3.
	1840 – 1900 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Briefing for Day Two by Don Bigger
	
	

	4.
	1900 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Communal Ice Breaker Dinner 
	Dinner included in cost of tour – three course dinner pre-ordered, includes wine and cidre and selection of Normandy cheeses
	List of tour members choices will be available on the night

	DAY TWO FRIDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2024

	5.
	0815 – 0900 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Bayeux to Troarn
	
	

	6.
	0900 – 0930 hrs
	Stand One 
Bridge over River Dives East of Troarn
	Introduction by Mungo Melvin
Brief on the actions of 3 Para Sqn RE on the morning of D-Day by Don Bigger
	
	Input from Andrew Roseveare

	7.
	0930 – 0950 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Troarn to Pegasus Bridge Memorial Museum
	
	Toilets available

	8.
	0950 – 1025 hrs
	Stand Two A Benouville Bridge
	Introduction by Mungo Melvin
Brief on Coup de Main operations at Benouville and Ranville bridges by Don Bigger
	
	

	9.
	1025 – 1030 hrs
	
	Walk from Benouville Bridge to Pegasus Memorial Museum
	
	

	10.
	1030 – 1130 hrs
	Stand Two B Pegasus Bridge Memorial Museum
	Museum Guided Tour
	
	

	11.
	1130 – 1145 hrs
	
	Walk from Pegasus Bridge Memorial Museum to 17 Fd Coy RE Memorial
	
	

	12.
	1145 – 1205 hrs
	Stand Two C
 17 Fd Coy RE Memorial
	Bridging the River Orne and the Caen Canal by Don Bigger
	
	

	13.
	1205 – 1215 hrs
	
	Walk from 17 Fd Coy RE Memorial to Les 3 Planeurs Brasserie
	
	Toilets available

	14.
	1215 – 1315 hrs
	Les 3 Planeurs Brasserie
	Lunch
	Packed lunch provided by the hotel, tea, coffee or soft drink along with a patisserie covered in the cost of the tour
	Brasserie are content we can eat our packed lunch on the premises as we are purchasing food and drink

	15.
	1315 – 1330 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Pegasus Bridge Memorial Museum Car Park to Merville Battery
	
	Toilets available

	16.
	1330 – 1445 hrs
	Stand Three Merville Battery
	Introduction by Mungo Melvin
Brief on the assault on Merville Battery by 9th Para Bn and elements of 591 (Antrim) Para Sqn RE by Don Bigger followed by self-guided tour of the battery
	
	Programme includes time for tour members to visit casemate displays 

	17.
	1445 – 1500 hrs
	
	Coach from Merville Battery to Ranville CWGC
	
	

	18.
	1500 – 1530 hrs
	Stand Four
Ranville CWGC
	Brief on the CWGC, the experiences of 591 (Antrim) Para Sqn RE and 1st Bn RUR on D-Day by Don Bigger
	
	Programme includes time for tour members to look at gravestones and tour the cemetery

	19.
	1530 – 1600 hrs
	
	Coach journey to Le Ferme De Billy, Cidre House
	
	

	20.
	1600 – 1700 hrs
	Le Ferme De Billy
	Cidre tasting – a true Normandy experience!
	
	Included in the cost of the tour
Toilets available

	21.
	1700 – 1730 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Le Ferme de Billy to Premier Classe Hotel, Bayeux
	
	

	22.
	1800 – 1830 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Tour Party brief for day three
	
	

	DAY THREE SATURDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2024

	23.
	0820 – 0900 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Bayeux to Hermanville
	
	

	24.
	0900 – 0940 hrs
	Stand Five
SWORD Beach, QUEEN WHITE Sector
	Introduction on the German perspective and 3rd BR Div plan by Mungo Melvin.
SWORD Beach, QUEEN WHITE Sector – 1st South Lancs Regt and 77 Asslt Sqn RE by Don Bigger

	
	

	25.
	0940 – 0950 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Hermanville to AVRE Memorial in Lion sur Mer
	
	

	26.
	1000 – 1020 hrs
	Stand Six
AVRE Memorial, Lion sur Mer
	The story of Capt McLennan, 77 Asslt Sqn RE supporting 41 RM Commando assault into Strongpoint COD.  Experiences of Heer STUG Troop on D-Day by Don Bigger
	
	

	27.
	1020 – 1050 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Lion sur Mer to Juno Centre, Courselles sur Mer
	
	Toilets available

	28.
	1050 – 1215 hrs
	Stand Seven
Juno Centre
	JUNO Centre – 3rd CAN Div MIKE RED / GREEN Sector – initial brief by Don Bigger followed by guided tour of German fortifications and JUNO Centre audio visual presentation
	
	Tour Party will need to split into two groups

	29.
	1215 – 1345 hrs
	Courselles sur Mer
	Lunch Break
	Packed lunch provided by hotel
	Opportunity to walk into Courselles sur Mer town centre and use the cafes and shops

	30.
	1345 – 1355 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Juno Centre car park to AVRE 1C
	
	Brief on Charles de Gaulle Memorial enroute

	31.
	1355 – 1415 hrs
	Stand Eight
AVRE 1C
	The experiences of the crew of AVRE 1C on D-Day by Don Bigger
	
	

	32.
	1415 – 1435 hrs
	
	Coach journey from AVRE 1C to Arromanches
	
	

	33.
	1435 – 1505 hrs
	Stand Nine A
Arromanches
	Arromanches – MULBERRY Harbour, PLUTO and support to the RAF by Don Bigger
	
	

	34.
	1505 – 1540 hrs
	Stand Nine B Arromanches 360 Degrees Cinema
	Arromanches 360 Degrees Cinema
	
	

	35.
	1540 – 1600 hrs
	Stand Nine C
Corps Memorial
	Corps Memorial Wreath laying Service
	
	Wreath laid by Mungo Melvin

	36.
	1600 – 1615 hrs
	
	Coach Journey from Arromanches to Vers Sur Mer
	
	

	37.
	1615 – 1725 hrs
	Stand Ten
British Normandy Memorial
	British Normandy Memorial, Vers Sur Mer, Wreath Laying Service, wreath laid by Nick Cavanagh
	
	Timings allow ten minutes each for walking to and from the Memorial, ten minutes for the Wreath Laying Service and forty minutes to view the Memorial

	38.
	1725 – 1800 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Vers sur Mer to Premier Classe Hotel, Bayeux
	
	

	39.
	1815 – 1845 hrs
	Campanile Hotel Conference Suite
	Tour Party brief for day four
	
	

	40.
	2000 – 2200 hrs
	Bayeux
	Communal End of Tour Dinner
	
	

	DAY FOUR SUNDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2024

	41.
	0800 – 0850 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Bayeux to Pointe du Hoc
	
	

	42.
	0850 – 0950 hrs
	Stand Eleven
Pointe du Hoc
	Brief on US 2nd Ranger Bn (-) assault on German battery at Pointe du Hoc by Don Bigger
	
	Toilets available
Concern over access and distance for those less able – alternative is the small display in the visitor centre and the display board outside this centre

	43,
	0950 – 1010 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Pointe du Hoc to Vierville sur Mer
	
	

	44.
	1010 - 1040 hrs
	Stand Twelve
OMAHA Beach West
	MULBERRY Harbour A, the German defences and the experiences of 29th Inf Div (US National Guard) on D-Day by Mungo Melvin
	
	

	45.
	1040 – 1110 hrs
	
	Coffee stop at Vierville sur Mer
	
	At tour members own expense

	46.
	1110 – 1130 hrs
	
	Coach journey from Vierville sur Mer to Coleville sur Mer
	
	

	47.
	1130 - 1230 hrs
	Stand Thirteen
German Strongpoint
WN 62
	WN62 OMAHA Beach – US 1st Inf Div and 5th Special Engr Bde – FOX GREEN Sector by Don Bigger
	
	Concern over access and distance for those less able, option to stay on coach and walk down to WN62 rather than up to WN62 from the shoreline

	48.
	1230 – 1310 hrs
	US War Cemetery OMAHA Beach
Coach Park
	Lunch break
	Packed lunch provided by hotel
	Note that there are limited café facilities at the locations on Sunday morning.  Tour members may wish to buy snacks to supplement their packed meals in Bayeux on Saturday

	49.
	1310 - 1410 hrs
	Stand Fourteen
US War Cemetery OMAHA Beach
	Guided tour of US War Cemetery to include BGen Roosevelt and the story of the Niland brothers (Band of Brothers)
	
	Toilets available

	50.
	1410 – 1425 hrs
	US War Cemetery OMAHA Beach
	Tour Summary by Mungo Melvin
	
	

	51.
	1425 hrs
	
	Tour disperses – Coach proceeds to drop off at Cherbourg Ferry Terminal
	
	Stop at Service Station enroute to Cherbourg
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