REGISTRATION OF INTEREST IN REHS NORMANDY 80 BATTLEFIELD TOUR 26th – 29th SEPTEMBER 2024
Concept
The REHS will run a 4-day, 3-night Battlefield Tour to Normandy over the period 26th – 29th September 2024.  The tour will focus on the close and general support provided by the Corps in the initial stages of the Normandy Campaign and will be led by the Corps Historian (Col Don Bigger) and the outgoing Chair (Maj Gen Mungo Melvin).
General
Open to all REHS members, and to other serving and retired members of the Corps; partners are more than welcome.
Aim
The aim of this circular is to allow all those interested in attending to register their interest and pay an initial £250 deposit to allow the necessary hotel and coach booking to take place.
The initial deposit is fully refundable until there is a minimum number of tour participants and deposits have been paid to secure hotel rooms and the coach.
The minimum number to make the tour viable is 25 participants.
Costings
Costings are based on those 25 participants but would be reduced if there are more taking part.
Estimated  costings for a single room tour party member £ 631.75 (Euros 734.60) and for a double or twin room tour party member £484.70 (Euros 563.60).  
This price includes three nights bed and breakfast at the NOVOTEL in Bayeux, dinner on the first night and three packed lunches for our days on the ground, coach travel whilst in France, use of the hotel’s conference facilities, printing of tour booklet, entrance to all museums and provision of REHS wreaths for our Acts of Remembrance.
Draft Outline Battlefield Tour Programme (Subject to confirmation on recce)
Thursday 26th September - Preliminary Day – assemble in hotel in Bayeux, central briefing on D-Day and briefing for Day One.  Communal dinner – TBC.
Friday 27th September - Day One – 6th Airborne Division Operations, evening briefing for Day Two.
· 3 Para Sqn RE demolition of bridge over River DIVES in TROARN.
· 2 Pl 249 Fd Coy Coup de Main operation at BENOUVILLE and RANVILLE bridges.
· Guided tour of Pegasus Memorial Museum
· Construction of LONDON 1 and LONDON II Bailey bridges by 17 and 71 Fd Coys over the CAEN Canal and River Orne.
· Lunch in BENOUVILLE / RANVILLE – TBC.
· Visit RANVILLE CWGC – story of 591 (Antrim) Para Sqn RE and 1st Bn RUR.
· Short commemorative service at RANVILLE CWGC.
· Assault on MERVILLE Battery by 9th Bn Para Regt supported by 591 (Antrim) Para Sqn RE.
· Self-guided tour of MERVILLE Battery.
· OUISTREHAM Docks capture by 79 Asslt Sqn RE, construction of TOWER I and TOWER II Bailey bridges over the lock gates at OUISTREHAM.
Saturday 28th September - Day Two – SWORD, JUNO and GOLD Beaches, evening briefing for Day Three.
· SWORD Beach, QUEEN WHITE sector, 1st South Lancs Regt and 77 Asslt Sqn RE – HERMANVILLE.
· LION-SUR-MER, 77 Asslt Sqn RE sp 41 RM Commando assault on Strongpoint COD, the story of Capt McLennan RE, experiences of STUG (German tracked assault gun)  Tp on D-Day.
· Lunch in COURSELLES-SUR-MER – TBC.
· JUNO Beach MIKE RED / GREEN Sector, 26 Asslt Sqn RE, visit JUNO Centre and German fortifications, COURSELLES-SUR-MER.
· Visit Charles de Gaulle Memorial and AVRE 1C – 26 Asslt Sqn RE.
· Visit BAYEUX CWGC, pay respects at grave of Capt McLennan RE.
Sunday 29th September - Day Three – Sp to RAF and USAAF, MULBERRY Harbour, PLUTO and US operations at OMAHA Beach and Pointe du Hoc, participants free to disperse in the evening.
· Visit site of Emergency Landing Strip at ASNELLES.
· ARROMANCHES, MULBERRY Harbour and PLUTO.
· ARROMANCHES 360 Degrees Normandy Cinematic Experience.
· Early lunch in ARROMANCHES 
· Visit LONGUES Battery – long range artillery duel between the German Coastal Battery and the Allied navies – claim and counter claim!
· WN62 OMAHA Beach – US 1st Inf Div and 5th Special Engr Bde – FOX GREEN Sector.
· Guided tour of US War Cemetery OMAHA Beach to include BGen Roosevelt’s grave and the story of the Niland Brothers – the basis for the film Saving Private Ryan.
· POINTE-DU-HOC the assault on the German battery by US 2nd Ranger Bn(-) and the UK involvement.
Scheme of Manoeuvre / Timelines
NLT 1 March issue outline plan and register interest to – this circular.
End of March confirm initial numbers,  tour members pay initial £250 deposit to confirm room bookings in NOVOTEL Bayeux and book coach.
Recce complete by mid-May.
Issue detailed WNGO with completed costings by mid-May.
Issue detailed Administration Instruction by end of June.
All remaining monies paid by middle of July.
Print booklets by end of August and issue to participants.
Advance party deploys 24 hours before main body.
Execute Tour.

Travel Plan
Please note that all participants will have to travel at their own cost to France in the same way as was done last year for the Malta Battlefield Tour.  All should note that Normandy is not the easiest place to get to – one of the reasons the Allies chose the location for the invasion of France!  Fly drive and rail travel are not simple.  Easiest options are either via the Channel Tunnel, which will give you a four hour plus drive from Calais to Bayeux or the various ferry options that run from either Poole or Portsmouth into Ouistreham or Cherbourg.  
To keep individual travel costs to a minimum it is planned that the coach will meet the Poole to Cherbourg ferry early afternoon of Thursday 26th September (ferry departs Poole at 0830 hrs, arrives Cherbourg at 1415 hrs) to allow tour members to travel as foot passengers.  Similarly, the coach will drop tour members off on the evening of Sunday 29th September (ferry departs Cherbourg at 1815 hrs, arrives Poole at 2145 hrs) to allow individuals to return to the UK as foot passengers.
Travel around the Normandy locations will be by coach.
Accommodation Plan
Accommodation will be booked at the NOVOTEL in BAYEUX arriving on Thursday 26th September, departing Sunday 29th September.  This will be at a bed and breakfast rate with the option of single, twin, double or triple occupancy.  Tour members are of course at liberty to source their own accommodation, but transport will leave from the NOVOTEL only on each morning of the Study. 
Feeding Plan
Breakfast will be provided each morning at the NOVOTEL BAYEUX.
Lunch stops will be built into the programme.  We have costed the option of providing packed lunches from the hotel and coffee stops during the day.
Evening meal is at own cost in BAYEUX apart from a communal dinner on the evening of Thursday 26th September.
Register Interest
All those interested in taking part in the REHS Normandy 80 Battlefield Tour please register their intent by e-mailing the Corps Historian at donbigger@hotmail.co.uk by COP Sunday 31st March.
Please include the following in your return:
· Full name of each tour member.
· Whether you wish to be met by coach from the Poole to Cherbourg ferry and dropped off by coach for the Cherbourg to Poole ferry.
· Preference of room – single / double / twin / triple occupancy.
You will also need to pay your £250 deposit per person by this date as well.  All payments for the 2024 Battlefield Study should be sent to:
 

