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Salerno Landings







Crossing the Volturno





























Lessons from the Volturno Crossing

• Engr offrs and NCOs must be trained in patrolling on 
their own and with other arms

• Sappers must change from ‘exercise mode’ to 
‘operations mode’

• Training bridging sites are chosen to avoid damage 
not to simulate operational conditions. Ferrying is 
vital in getting key equipments over quickly. 
Approaches consume as much time and effort as the 
actual bridge

• Basic skills such as Gin and Sheers need to be second 
nature

• Improvisation must be encouraged
• Reserves are needed close at hand to replace eqpt 

losses
• Officer casualty rates will be higher than the norm, so 

offfrs must be trained to step up to the next level of 
command



The battles for Monte Cassino























This Battlefield Tour has been organized by the Royal 
Engineers Historical Society (REHS), with the support of the 
Institution of Royal Engineers and is led jointly by Major 
General John Drewienkiewicz and Colonel Don Bigger


